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Join us forthe Commemoration ~—
ofthe Restoration of the Pather

Combat Air Museum - your museum - has completed another
very large, complexartifact restoration. The Panthersatin Hangar 604
storage for 18 vears before restoration work was started in August
2001, Aneventtocommemorate the restoration of thisaircrafiand to
recognize the pilots of VF-51 and the crew of the USS VALLEY
FORGE (CVA 451 is scheduled at CAM, gjmﬁggémmﬂ“ FaF-5,
This isacommand performance —ourmembershipshould turn out
envmasse for this program. Weneed a show of support for the Korean
War Vets, and others, who will be at CAM for this presentation. Mark your calendar - plan now to attend.
Saturday, 13 September 2003
1000 (10:00 a.m.)
Main Gallery, Hangar 602
Forbes Field, Topeka, Kansas
Please, ifvou want more information, call me at 862-3303 or 862-9894.

Dick Trupp
Wing Commander

Space lmprovements

In May volunteers converted a stairwell into usable 2ty Events Calendar
storage space and produced a by-product of more display Visitors ¥
space for hanging collection items. Martin Moyer, Amos ' g
Page, and Gene Howerter enclosed the space around the
sturway leading uptothe Musaum Offwcesin Hangar 602, For
some time. a semi-storage place under the stairs existed by New and Renewing Suppaorters 3
placing the backs of two exhubit cases against the cast side of Musical preformance and swing dance 4&5
the stanrway. a third case along the south end, and a small e
swinging door also on the southend,

See Space, con't. on page 2
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Space, con't. from page 1

Martin, Amos, and Gene moved the cases outand framed in the eastand
south sides. They installed plywood under the steps and on the framework,
creating a small enclosed storeroom with aregular door. Wayne Dodson
rerouted alight switch outside the room for exhibit cases. Jean and Bernie
Wanner funded the building materials,

Once the exterior was built, shelves were built and installed in the room.
Gene also trimmed and painted the exterior, While he was doing this, we
realized that the exterior wall would make a good place to hang things. and we
decided not to roll the exhibit cases back to their previous position, as they
would block ofTthis wall, Instead, we turned the cases around and placed them
in line with other exhibit cases alongalow cinder block wall. By doing this. the
backsofthe two cases also became available for hanging items.

Danny San Romani painted the backs of the cases then noticed we still
had space along thewall to move the Korean War case in line with the others.
The result was even more space to hang items. The back of this case needs
painting, and new electrical conduit has to be run to the cases” new location, bat
we gained a lot more with this project than originally planned.

Another improvement made inthisarea was the painting of the floor, Gene
scraped. sanded, and vacuumed about
a 200 square feet area around the

stairway and rear entrance to the Gift Visitors
Shop, then painted it. It took two o
cots, I::-utrrmd?a marked difference in IT::‘EI:? :;:;i }:nr:-;uls:nmh:;d
appearance of the floor. Gene useda : lia
medium gray paint where the existing Favaila
color was a dark gray. The area was 12&:]-]“& hiic
completed a couple of days before a - i
May 24 wedding in 602, Two Gﬂmﬂn}r
subsequent weekends of evenis Great Britain
prevented further work on the floor, Kazakhstan
Now that they are over and as time Portugal
allows, Gene will prepare and paint . Turkey
more sections of the floor all along During June we had 1447
the west wall of Hangar 602, ¥ visitors from 36 states and
Ausiria
Brazl
2003Events Calendar e
August Czech Republic
4-7 - Aviation Education Class CFermany
September Hungay
13 — Panther Dedication India
20— Swing Dance lialv
October Mexico
25 —Model Contest New Zealand
A 3
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Wedding bells ring at CAM

On May 24, Hangar 602 served as the setting for the wedding of
Kristi Rebecca Dunn and Benjamin Raymond Hubbard, They ex-
changed vows between the Jenny and Fairchild UC-61. Weunderstand the
newlyweds firstmet while attending an air show, and both are airplane buffs.

several months prior to the wedding. Kristi and Ben contacted Boand
Chairman Dick Trupp about renting Hangar 602 forthe ceremony, We
think thisisthe first wedding performed at CAM. Having doneanumber
of fund-raisers, dinners, and at least one retirement ceremony in 602 over
the years. awedding seemed to be adoable thing. We just needed toknow
the scope ofthe event. Asitdeveloped. Kristi and Bennot only wanted to
dotheceremony in 602, but also the reception, a buffet dinner, and a dance
afterwards. They also wanted aminimum numberof sircraft removed from
the hangar to make room for the ceremony.

Afteracouple of meetings with Kristi. Ben, Dick and Danny San
Romani, and some measurements with a 100-fool tape, we agreed that
removing four aircraft fromthe center and forward end ofthe hangar would
provide the necessary room.

Volunteers moved aircrafi out of the hangar and set up chairs and
tables, The wedding party brought otheritems foruse inthe wedding. They
arranged the table set-upso that the guests would pick up their chairs after
the ceremony and move them to the tables. thereby opening upa space for
the dance floor

Several latticework panels trimmed withny lon netting and miniature
lights were placed in the Conference Center. A similar latticework
backdrop was located on risers between the Jenny and the Forwarder.
Decorations with an aviation motif were on all the tables. Kristi had
evervthing organized inathree-ring binder, so the final setup and prepara-
tions went pretty quickly.

Dick, Ralph Knehans, Gene Howerter, and Wayne Dodson were
present for the ceremony and functions afterward. Afterthe exchange of
vows, while wedding photos were taken, Dick and Ralphtook groups of the
120130 guests around both hangars and the Super Constellation. The
buffet dinner line wound through the Gifi Shop, out the front door and along
the sidewalk back to the Conference Center door where guests entered the
Conference Center to the food serving line, They ate and visited at the tables
inthe hangar bay and danced afterwards to music froma D],

Kristi"sand Ben's wedding announcement and wedding program had
aunigue photoon them. It showed a Curtiss Jenny with its propturning over,
the pilot with gogglesin the rear cockpit, and two young people in the front
cockpit. It was a genuine photo from the “bamstorming era.” Dick found
that the original photo was taken in Ottawa, Kansas in 1919, Oneofthe
young people inthe front cockpit wasthen 13-yearold Frances Conrad.
Today. she is Frances (Conrad) Dunn, 96 vearsold, and grandmother of
Kristi. Frances autographed one of the programs for the Muscum. 3

August / September 2003
alendar of Events

August
Monday — Thursday
August 4-7
Aviation Education Class
JWECC
9-11:30a.m.
530,00 per Student

Muonday, August 11
Membership Luncheon
Jean Wanner Education
Conference Center (JWECC)
11:30a.m.

This will be a potluck
huncheon.

September
There is no Membership
Luncheonin September. The
next hincheon is
Monday, October 13",
It will be a pothack
luncheon.

Saturday, September 13
Panther Dedication
10 a,m.

3 Ty

New
Supporters
William Crapser
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The Museum is the stage for a music performance
and swing dancing

Hangar 602 wasthe scene for two excellent musi-
cal events on consecutive weekends at the end of May
and beginning of Jupe that. unfortunately. played to small
audiences.

Ombay 30and 31, the Topeka Children's Show
Choir, under the direction of Linda Blasi Bixler,
presented “A Time 1o Remember—a Musical Celebra-
tionof Americainthe 1900°s.” Each performance was
filled withmusical songs from the 20® Century and lasied
about 2 hoursand 40minutes. with a 1 0-minute intermis-
51011,

The production was presented asateachertaking
her ¢lass on a field trip to the Combat Air Museum to
continue their study of aviation and history. Whileatthe
museum the class experiences a time warp of sorts and
istransported back to the early 1900°s, about the time
Orville and Wilbur Wright were preparing for their
hastorical thght at Katty Hawk, Morth Carolina 1 (0 years
ago. From there the class and other cast members
presented songs and production numbers from World
Warl, the Roaring 20°s, the Great Depression. and the
penod up tothe beginning of World Warll. The teacher
brieflv explained what happened in history during each
period before a set of songs was sung. During Act One,
the cast preformed 34 songs and medleys,

Asthey performed. vintage photographs and im-
ages of the respective periods were projected onto a
large screen suspended above the stage, Twoeight-foot
by forty-foottruck trailers with risers seton themmade

Topeka's Finest Margaritas

ik -
Domestic & Imported Bears * Winas & Mized Drinks
Mexican & American IZErS
Fine American Foods * Children's Menu
Fajitas...0ur Specialty

266-4503 3320 S. Topeka Bivd.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Mol Cretil Cats B Paruonal Cles Sosupiad

up the stage. (ther“props™ for the show included ajeep
andthe fuselage of the Museum’s Vultee BT-13 Valiant.

Act Two began with a Swing Medley of the late
1930's and early 1940°s, the first of 28 songs and
miedlevs torthat act, The third song of thisact took place
inachurch setting withachoir. Asthey sang a spirited
gospel hymn, the sounds of engines were heard in the
background. low at first. then growing louder. Soon. the
engines' sound all but drowmned out the singing. followed
by the sound of bombs falling and loud explosions. The
hangar went completely dark with the exception of
special effects lashes of lights and bomb bursts to
simulate explosions, and the spotlights acted as search-
lights.

When the special effects ended, the spotlights
focused on members of Topeka High School’s Ma-
rine Corps Junior ROTC color guard. The color
guard presented the national ensign, placing it center
stage onthe rear set of risers. The castand andience then
sang the Star Spangled Banner.

= - J : E e, W
"Rosie the Riveler” number

of Topeka

Luird Moller Fard
23rd & Topeka T85-235-5211
wewrw nalieriond com

Noller Lincaln-Mercury-Mazda
2945 5. Kansas TELS-267-2800

v, Nolberaales.com

Maoller Automodive on the Mall
‘West Ridge Mal THS-228-0812
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Thiswas followed by President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt’sdeclaration of war speech against Japanon
Diecember 8, 1941. Asthe speech was read, images of
the attack on Pearl Harbor and other military installations
on Cahu Island were shown on the screen, Following
FDR'sspeech. the speech given by President George
W. Bush afier the suicide attacks against the World
Trade Center and Pentagon on September 11, 2001
was read. During the reading, images of the Trade
Center and Pentagon destruction were shown on the
screen. The castthen performed God Bless America
and I Pledge Allegiance.

Following these numbers, amedley of songs of the
Armed Forces of the United States was plaved and
sung. During each service song, members of the audi-
ence who served inarespective service were asked to
stand and be recognized.

A number of songs from World War [T followed,
including one touching song dealing with victims ofthe
holocaust. Images of the war years were shown on the
sereen during these songs.

The teacher and students then returned to the
present, and the last several songs were more contempo-
rary and reflected on the heroes of the September | |
attacks. Images ofthe rescueefforts at the World Trade
Center and Pentagon were shown. The showended with
areprise of God Bless America.

I'he program was much more than recreation of a
World War [l-type USO show and certainly carried a
patriotic theme of America through the 200 Century and
today. Unfortunately. only 164 people enjoyed the two
mightsof the performances, We had anticipated mayvbe
200 people per performance, so the total attendance
was disappointing, especially considering all the time and
effort the cast and crew and Museum volunteers putinto
prepanng and putting on the show, They werereally two
fineeveningsof music.

The tollowing Saturday night the Kings of Swing
played the first of our two scheduled swing dances for

Coming in the next

issue of Plane Talk

Normandy Visit, Part 2
Letters from Korea
New Utility Shed
W 3 3

2003, Thisevening was possibly the best we have had
for a swing dance with its mild temperatures and low
humidity, and the band put on another fine performance
of swing music. Overathree-hour period they plaved
three sets of music with some 37 songs. That number
varied some, as the band received anumber of requests
during the evening. Herschel Stroud and Amy Bixler
also provided several vocals during the evening,

Swing Dance couples on the hangar floar

Although we have listed the Dance for some time in
ournewsletter, and mailed over 360 flyversto the Band's
mailing fist, the number of tickets taken that evening
totaled 190, Thiswas the lowest turnout we have had for
adance. Those who did come seemed to really enjoy
their evening. and when the last dance took place at
1(:30 p.m. some 35 to 40 couples were on the dance
floor withanumber of others seated at the tables.

The proceeds from these two events totaled
$3480.00, but not all the bills have been received yet.
We want to thank our volunteers who helped set up,
work the events, and do the take down and clean ups,
Quite a bit ofeffort went into bothevents and we greatly
appreciate the time and work the volunteers put in for
these programs. =3

Tha Kings of Swing

L



Take a visit to Normandy and its D-Day and WWII historical sites

June 6, 2004 is the 60" ammiversary of the D-
Dy Femddings af Normandy, France. Brian Meredith
and his wife, Rebecca Martin, visited the area last
suntmer and plan ro return for the 609 Anniversary.
The following is areport of their trip to the Normandy
area that Brian provided for the newslerter.

Mext summer will be the 60™ anniversary of the
invasion of France by British and American troops at
Mormandy. Ifvouhavenot visited the site of the invasion,
yvoushould use the anniversary asanexcuse to go. Last
summermy wife. Rebecca. and M toured Normandy and
we enjoyed it somuch that we plan on going back next
vear, [ knowthata lot of people areupsetabout the lack
of support from the French for the warin Irag. butdo not
letthe had behaviorofa few French politicians deny vou
the tripolalifetime,

Owr time in Normandy came towards the end of

three weeks we spentin France and Germany. We spent
three to four days in the region, but you could easily
spendaweek and still not see evervthing. Weused Caen
as our hase city and we spent three nights there, There
are some advantages tousing Caen as a base. Itisthe
largest ity in the area close to the Normandy beaches.
{ Rouen is larger, but it 1s quite a bit north of the landing
sites, ) There are alotothotels and restaurants and itis

Arromanches, France, mear the center of Gold Beach,
a British landing site. The objecis in the waler are the
remaing of an artificial harbor, code-named Mulbemy B,
bullt within 10 days after D-Day.

easy torentacar in Caen. Trains leave Caen for Panis
several imesaday,

Most of Caen was destroved during the battle of
Normmandy, soitlacks alotofthe Old World charm you
expect froma Europeancity, We saw evidence ofthis
destructionat St. Jean Eglise. Thischurchleaned atsuch
anangle that | expected itto fall over right in front of me.

Normandy Visit will be continued in the next issue of
Plane Talk.
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